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Students gather in the Hammon Student Center, overseen by Aramark, for coffee, conversations and camaraderie after chapel. Harding narrowed the
search for a food service provider to Aramark and three other national vendors in January, with an official decision planned for March.

Four food service vendors race
for place at Harding’s table
KATELYN ALLEN
student writer
EMILY NICKS
editor-in-chief

This year, Harding reopened the conversation
regarding the school’s culinary needs. After
several months of discussion, there are now four
food service companies — including Aramark
— vying for the chance to feed the Bisons.
Tim Jones, assistant vice president of finance,
said conversations began in the fall surrounding
food services at Harding. According to Jones,
Harding has used Aramark as the food service
provider for over 30 years. A committee
comprised of staff, faculty and three students
led the charge in searching for the best fit for
Harding. Jones said since discussions have
continued with the potential vendors, he has
found assurance that the outcome is going to
be a great one for Harding, no matter what
happens with the decision.

“I say this with confidence that we’ll have
Jones said there were several requirements
a great food service provider, whoever it is,” in order for a company to be considered. He
Jones said. “I think you’ll continue to see said one such non-negotiable item stood out
changes, whoever it is.”
and may have contributed to several contenders
As of January, four vendors – Aramark, Sodexo, dropping out in the early stages of the search
Chartwells Food Service and Aladdin Foods process.
– remain in the running. These companies sat
“For all [current] non-management employees,
with approximately 50 students in four focus you have to offer a job,” Jones said. “You have
groups Jan. 16 to hear
to match the benefits
what they would like
and recognize the years
I say this with confidence
to see from Harding’s
of service.”
food service provider.
Junior Heather King
that we’ll have a great
The four vendors will
participated in one of
food service provider,
make a final presentation
the focus groups in
whoever it is.
of their services to the
January. She said she
committee Feb. 20-21
believes Aramark has
– Tim Jones,
before a choice is made.
received a lot of student
assistant vice president of finance
Jones said an official
criticism recently, and
decision to either continue with Aramark or she thinks these other options might provide
sign with a new company will come in March. what students have been asking for.
Aramark will continue providing services no
“These other food service providers work with
matter the outcome until the fiscal year ends other universities that are more technologically
June 30, at which time they will either continue advanced than Harding is,” King said. “They
doing so or officially pass the torch to one of offer mobile ordering from restaurants on
the other three providers to begin July 1.
campus with delivery to your dorm or the

Survey finds Arkansas highly inactive
EMILY NICKS
editor-in-chief
This month, the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) released
data on the physical inactivity of adults.
The data concluded 32.5% of adults in
Arkansas are physically inactive. This
left the state with the second highest rate
of inactivity, with Mississippi slightly
higher with 33.0%.
Dr. Justin Bland, assistant professor of
exercise and sport sciences, said he was
sadly not surprised by the findings that
Arkansas had such a high self-report of
physical inactivity.
“Exercise is a rich person’s game, if
you will,” Bland said. “Take a look at
other low [socio-economic status] areas,
not just in the States, but everywhere …
so that doesn’t surprise me. Exercise is
a really big deal, but we need to address
what’s bigger. It’s a symptom of something
more wrong.”
According to the U.S. Census, 17.2%
of Arkansans lived in poverty in 20142018. Bland said he believes there is a
connection between poverty rates and
physical inactivity.

In a survey comprised of 225 Harding
students, faculty and staff members, 9.8%
reported being physically inactive, a
significantly lower percentage than that
of Arkansas. Respondents were classified
as physically inactive if they answered
“no” to the following question: “During
the past month, did you participate in
any physical activities or exercises such as
golf, gardening or walking for exercise?”
The data for Arkansas reported by CDC
came from an almost identical question.
Surveyed participants reported using a
variety of resources to be active. Physical
therapy student Hannah Williams said
she began taking Zumba classes several
years ago and got certified to lead classes
last year; she now leads evening Zumba
classes at Harding.
“Find something that you enjoy that
gets your heart rate up, because if you
don’t enjoy it, you’re not going to do it,”
Williams said. “You’re not going to go
through with it.”
Junior Olivia Suddath said she has
made an effort to fit physical activity into
her regular schedule, even amidst a busy
college schedule. She said she thinks it’s
worth the time.

Meet the Spring Sing hosts,
3B

“It’s good to start that habit when
you’re younger, because it gets harder and
harder as you get older,” Suddath said.
“I think it’s also good for your mental
health, too.”
For students seeking to elevate their
regular physical activity, there are many
resources available on campus and in Searcy.
Of the students surveyed, 74.4% reported
regularly using Ganus Activities Complex,
and 51.6% said they utilize social club/
intramural sports. Other options include
outdoor walking/biking trails, online
training programs and activity classes.
Bland said a person’s motivation to
be physically active comes back to what
they believe. For him, his desire to take
care of his body comes from his desire
to honor God with all his heart, mind,
body, strength and soul.
“You want to know why exercise is
important? Because you need to play with
the kids around you,” Bland said. “You
need to help somebody move. You need
to be able to lift heavy things. Your bone
structure needs to be strong enough when,
if, God gives you to 85, you still need to
be able to serve. That’s why you do it.”

Percentage of
participants
physically inactive

32.5%

9.8%

Graphics by DARRIAN BAGLEY

Arkansas data was collected from
the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention. Harding data was collected
from a survey of 225 Harding students,
faculty and staff.

Romeo Harvey,
1B
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library or wherever you’re at.”
From what she heard in focus group
conversations, King said other service providers
want to implement more ideas that students
have suggested, such as bringing a different
chain restaurant to the Student Center. Other
ideas included ordering food from a mobile
app to avoid the cafeteria’s long lines.
Junior Briley Saunders, Student Association
(SA) junior representative and head of the SA
food committee, said she has noticed positive
changes implemented by Aramark recently,
including more food choices and extended
hours in the cafeteria. She also said she is
ensuring student voices and opinions are being
heard by Aramark officials.
“I think Aramark has really stepped it up
this year and is moving in the right direction,”
Saunders said. “I think there’s always room
for improvement, and I’m excited to continue
working with them this semester to make the
campus dining experience more enjoyable.”
Jones said an official decision will be made
March 27 at the latest regarding Harding’s
food service provider.
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Theatre department hosts
Transform benefit for
current, future students
KAITLYN FRANCOIS
student writer
Harding theatre department hosted its second
annual benefit Transform Saturday, raising money
for not only the theatre department but scholarships
for future and current theatre students.
Hosted in the Administration Auditorium,
Transform allowed people to see behind the curtains
of theatre.
Transform’s first performance last year was a
success, so the event was brought back for a second
turn to make it an annual benefit. Junior Max Ross and
producer of theatre Cindee Stockstill created it together.
They said its goal was to shake people’s view of Harding’s
theatre department, what they can do as artists and to raise
money for theatre scholarships.
“As the theatre department, we have the tendency to be
labeled as Spring Sing. Like that’s all we can do, that’s all
we do,” Ross said. “We are trying to get them to see past
the glitz and the glamour of Spring Sing.”
He said the performance aimed to show the audience
what they have never seen.
“This year’s night was based around rehearsals, auditions,
designing set – everything,” Ross said.

A variety of students from the theatre department
were involved in putting on the performance, representing
different aspects of theatre.
“I am excited to have not just a handful of our majors
and minors, but 57 of our students,” Stockstill said.
Junior Allie Lightfoot played in the segment that
demonstrated theatre rehearsal. She was excited to show
people what it looks like in the day to day life of a theatre
major rather than just the finished product.
“It takes hours of work and a lot of emotional energy to
put on any kind of production,” Lightfoot said.
Likewise, Ross explained the manpower it takes to
produce a show. He said what the audience sees is the two
hour, 30 minute end product. What they don’t see is the
2,000 plus hours that go into shows.
In the lobby, various tables were set up, showing off
different designers, such as light, set, costume and stage
managers.
“[We are] just trying to give a spotlight to those who
don’t ever get spotlights,” Ross said.
Ross said they hope to continue making Transform an
annual show.
“I’m hoping it gets to the point where it is one of the
big events here at Harding every year,” Ross said.

Photos by ELENA FENNER

Top left: Transform demonstrates the importance
of design in theatre. The event took place Jan. 25.
Bottom left: Sketches of costumes display the detail
that goes into planning wardobe. Junior Hannah
Wolfe created these designs for the event.

A sketch of Daisy Ridley’s “Star Wars” character,
Rey, lays at a booth in the lobby of the Administration
Auditorium. Junior Emily Cantwell drew Rey and
other pieces on display at “Transform.”

A final product stands in contrast to examples of
Cantwell’s initial costume designs. Transform was
created to help students understand the processes
behind each aspect of theatre.

Legacy Park expansion completes phase 5A construction
DARCY SANFORD
student writer

Harding’s Legacy Park entered the f inal stages of
construction almost six years after it began in 2012.
Legacy is wrapping up phase 5A and is set to start
construction on phase 5B in the coming weeks. Phase
5A consists of nine homes facing a green space, seven
of which are under construction now. South of 5A
will be phase 5B, with eight houses on a circle drive.
The new additions to Legac y a re intended for
faculty, staff and alumni. The lots have already been
sold, so all that awaits is construction.
In addition, phase 6 is also underway. Chancellor
David Burks, who oversees the Legacy expansion, said
phase 6 represents the area where the condominiums
are being built and that it has always been part of the
overall plan for Legacy Park. Burks said phase 6 will
consist of 12 condominiums made up of t wo-stor y
buildings with six condos on the f irst f loor and six
on the second.
The condominiums have been pre-sold and will
mostly be utilized by parents of students at Harding.
It is intended for their convenience when they visit.
“The entire idea has always been to have a really
nice, friendly, walkable community,” Burks said. “It’s
to be a communit y where people simply enjoy the
benef its of the University.”
Assistant professor and director of the MBA program
David Kee and his wife, Paige Kee, were among the
f irst to live in Legacy.
“The people that live there with us are all super
Harding-loyal people,” David Kee said. “We have so

much in common; it is like a ‘Truman Show’ kind
of world.”
As Legacy nears its final stages, David Kee said he
looks forward to less construction, more kids around
and common grass areas for everyone to come together.
Seniors Charlie and Emily Collins recently moved
into the Legac y apa r tments ava i lable to ma r r ied
students. Emily said she is grateful to have her own
space in a place that actually feels like home.
“I f inally feel like I’m in a place more like a home
and not just a dorm room,” Emily said. “Not having
dorm furniture, having a little more space — it just
feels more like home.”
Burks said there is a lot of construction still to
come, but he estimated Legacy will be completed in
about three years.
Burks said a restaurant on the Legacy property is
set to start construction soon. It
will sit on the corner

of Woodruff and Jimmy Carr. Burks said he was not
ready to release the name of the restaurant, but that
he believes it will make it possible for the community
to be more self-contained.
“It is for Legacy Park, Harding students and for the
community,” Burks said. “It will be a nice addition.”
David Kee said he plans for his house in Legacy to
be his forever home. He said if the day ever comes,
retiring in this community would be fantastic.
“The involvement of ver y Harding-loyal people
with students and neighbors and the community of
Harding is really unique,” David
Kee said.

Photo by RYANN HEIM

Legacy Park, an idea proposed in 2007, expands with phase 6. Searcy residents were first
accepted into Legacy Park during phase 4.

Searcy continues to grow one year
after ‘Small Business Revolution’
CHANTEL CEASER
student writer

Photo courtesy of STACI VANAGRIFF

Amanda Brinkman speaks to Searcy citizens at
Beats & Eats on Jan. 17, 2019. Brinkman played
a vital role in the town’s transformation as “Small
Business Revolution” host and chief brand officer.

Searcy won season four of the “Sma ll Business
Revolution” one year ago, which left the small town
community and six businesses surprised and excited. The
businesses that won are: Savor + Sip, Whilma’s Filipino
Restaurant, El Mercado, Nooma Yoga Studio, Arganic
Woodwork and Zion Climbing & Event Center.
“I remember the beginning of the process, we were
like, ‘How crazy would it be if we actually got it,’” said
Savor + Sip owner Amelia Braun. ‘We never thought
that Searcy would get it in the first place because that
in and of itself is crazy, but also that we would get it.”
After the six winning businesses were announced in
March 2019, it was off to the races with preparations
and big decisions for the owners and staffs. One of the
founders and operations manager of Zion, Emily Hudkins,
said she was not expecting how difficult it would be to
make decisions and how busy her life would become.
“It was hard trying to decide how much we wanted
our kids to be exposed to [the process],” Hudkins said.

“Then it was hard f inding childcare when we were
doing it.”
Although the season was only six episodes, the Deluxe
team put in more work than TV audiences saw.
“They are still working with us on stuff,” Braun
said. “Even though the show is over, they’ve been super
helpful. They’ve been helpful with Facebook, marketing,
algorithms and stuff like that. They’ve been really
accessible, and we can still contact them if we have any
questions,” Braun said.
One year after initial announcement, excitement and
small business growth are still evident. Braun said there
are still projects to come for the “MySearcy Revolution”
and this experience has made Searcy a more unified town.
Searcy resident and junior Johnathan Nesbitt agreed with
Braun and said he sees Harding students contributing
to the community.
“I think there is a sense of a kind of an inherent bond
formed, especially between Harding students with the
voting they did and how invested we were in it,” Nesbitt
said. “Almost like people feel adopted into Searcy even
though most everyone isn’t from Searcy.”
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Appreciating our
natural state

Garrett Carmical

Guest Writer

H

aving grown up in Arkansas, I
learned to appreciate the beauty
of my home state more and more each
year. Outdoor recreation has been a
fundamental part of my life for as long
as I can remember, and I made some of
my fondest memories on camping trips
with my family and friends. Hik ing,
fishing, floating rivers and fellowshipping
around the campf ire are some of my
favorite experiences to share
with others. Being outside and
immersing oneself in God’s
beautiful creation provides
us with the opportunit y
to d isconnec t f rom t he
digital world with which
we a re a l l g ui lt y of becoming
infatuated.
For a lot of people, it can be difficult
to find time to get outside and be active,
especially when nice, temperate days
seem to be few and far between. Despite
inclement weather, Arkansas is a special
place when it comes to the outdoors. Unlike

many other areas in the United States,
Arkansas offers adventure all around.
From right outside our doorstep to just a
few hours’ drive, there are opportunities
to hike, climb, hunt, fish or whatever it
is that you like to do outside. It doesn’t
matter what it is that you do, just being
outside and in nature is one of the greatest
ways to recharge from all of the time we
spend inside looking at screens.
For me, when I am having a good
time outdoors, nothing else matters.
Whatever I have going on in
my life, whether it is good or
bad, I forget about it, soak up
the nature and the beauty of
what God has created for us.
Any extended amount of time
that we get to spend outside
is a blessing. It is the time
w e s p e nd o ut s id e t h at
often leads us to special
moments of ref lection
and gratefulness, which
then leads to a greater
appreciation for the life we live.
When we notice the opportunities we
have around us to spend time outdoors,

Little
but loud
Kinsey Stubblefield
Opinions Editor

we realize that we essentially live in a
massive playground. This earth that
we have been given provides us with so
much, and Arkansas is such an incredible
place to experience these blessings. The
Ouachita National Forest and Ozark
Nationa l Forest are only a couple of
hours west of Harding. White River is
just to our east. Sugar Loaf Mountain
is only a 30-minute drive from Searcy.
Petit Jean State Park is less than 100
miles to the west as well. The beautiful
Ozark Mountains are just to the north.
We are surrounded by beauty. Take some
time whenever you can to go outside and
appreciate what God has given us.
GARRETT CARMICAL is a guest writer
for The Bison. He may be contacted
at gcarmical@harding.edu.
Illustration by JOHN DAVID STEWART

Grieving a familiar stranger
Logan Light
Guest Writer

K

obe Bryant, retired NBA champion
and future hall of famer, tragically
died Sunday after his helicopter crashed
outside of Los Angeles. As I got the news,
I was overcome with sadness, and I must
admit those emotions were somewhat
surprising. I never met Kobe Bryant. I
don’t have any personal connections with
him. I never really even rooted for his
success. To be honest, as he was such a
great player who played for great teams, I
often found myself cheering for his losses
and championing the underdog. Why,
then, outside of the tragic loss of life, was
I so overwhelmed in hearing of his death?
The thing about losing those who
achieve such fame in our popular culture
— athletes and pop stars alike — is that
they intersect with our lives in such unique
ways. We may never have met them, but
their craft creates touch points for our

memories. These memories are tied to
moments that help define who we were,
who we are and who we hope to become.
They can be powerful reminders of our
successes or failures. As I was processing
these thoughts, I came across a tweet (user
@ElusiveJ) that did a great job at summing
up this odd feeling I was wrestling with:
“In the mourning of those we have never
met, we don’t cry because we knew them.
We cr y because they helped us know
ourselves.”
That’s just it, isn’t it? Our connection
with these people, who at times can seem
bigger than life itself, are nostalgic touch
points to our own growth and development.
We share ourselves with them and allow for
their accomplishments to line our internal
trophy rooms. When they leave us, we
lose a piece of ourselves — and that, quite
frankly, can be absolutely heartbreaking. My
opinion? It’s OK to grieve when someone
we shared a connection with dies, whether
we knew them or not.

LOGAN LIGHT is the director of
the Campus Activities Board and a
guest writer for The Bison. He may
be contacted at ltlight@harding.edu.
Illustration by JOHN DAVID STEWART

Living sustainably
Isaac Young
Guest Writer

I

have always loved being outside,
whether that is climbing mountains
in Colorado, going for a run or even
doing homework outdoors on a nice day.
Because of this, I have become increasingly
interested in climate change and how
my carbon footprint impacts the world
around me. God created Earth and its
atmosphere and env ironment w ith a
perfect balance to sustain human life.
This cannot be taken lightly. I believe
that we as Christians have a command
from God to be stewards of the earth;
yet as a human race, we are actively
destroying what
has been g iven
to us to oversee
and protect.
The majority
of global warming
is from human-

staff Emily Nicks

c au s e d c a r b on em is sion s , ba s e d on
research from the International Panel
on Climate Change. This has elicited
a fundamental shift in the climate of
the world, leading to shrinking glaciers,
rising sea levels and devastating natural
disasters that are unparalleled, including
hurricanes and wildf ires. In addition,
the waste that is created by Americans
and other countries is astronomica l,
contributing to the state of the current
env i ronment. Bi l l ions of single-use
items are being thrown away every year,
and 90% of plastics are too expensive
to recycle, according to Mitte Journal.
To put this problem in perspective, the
Ocean Cleanup Project reported, there
are piles of trash in the ocean between
San Francisco and Hawaii that are two
times the size of Texas, appropriately
called the Great Pacific Garbage Patch.
This resonated with me, and I have
taken action by trying to change one thing
every month to live more sustainably.
My goal is to follow the principles of
zero waste by eliminating single-use
items and instead using sustainable,
reusable products that keep trash out of
landfills and oceans. Several things can
be done by individuals to be more ecofriendly. Some examples — skip straws
at restaurants, eat less fast food (because

of the plastic and carbon footprint related
to the beef industry), use reusable bags
for groceries, use sustainable toiletries
and household items (such as bamboo
toothbrush, shampoo bars, dryer balls),
talk to government representatives, vote
in elections, and talk to other people
about the environment. I started to use
a web browser called Ecosia that plants
a tree for every 45 searches.
Another thing any person can do is
pray. We can pray for the state of the
environment, the safety of those affected
by natural disasters, and for our leaders
to take responsibility for their actions
and enact change for the environment.
Most importantly, do not underestimate
the inf luence that you can have on the
environment. You don’t have to speak at
the United Nations Climate Conference
or clean up an entire ocean for your
ac t ions to be felt. F ight ing c l imate
change and being good stewards of the
world that God has entrusted us with
takes many people making seemingly
small changes that combine to make a
signif icant impact.
ISAAC YOUNG is a guest writer for
The Bison. He may be contacted at
iyoung@harding.edu.
Illustration by JOHN DAVID STEWART

Separating
love and
passion
A

ccording to Dr. Andrew Baker,
associate professor of Bible,
when Supreme C ou r t Jud ge S on ia
Sotomayor attends an event at which
she is placed at a table with strangers
she a sk s e v e r y one , “ W h at do y ou
love?” It is a simple question but, when
answered, it gives a look into what
someone really enjoys or admires. It is
a conversation starter and community
builder — suddenly connection points
are made among those who previously
did not know each other’s names. Baker
posed this same question to my class
three weeks ago.
One by one, the class went through
and explained what we loved — pugs,
trains, photography, music, family —
the list went on. Unintentionally, I
spoke last and was completely moved
by this exercise. My classmates, most
of whom I k new by name from my
department or as acquaintances, created
an environment of vulnerability in 50
minutes by simply explaining what they
loved. The conversation shifted after
that. Were we talk ing about love or
passion? That’s where this gets tricky.
The next class was about def ining
love and passion. We talked amongst
ourselves and then shared our findings.
There were answers about where love
comes from and why we love what we
love. Then someone said we can only
have passion if we have love. However,
that’s not true.
Passion comes from all emotions
a nd reac t ions to e vents. A n ac t of
passion comes from many places of
hurt or often pain. Some organizations
wou ld not e x ist w it hout a t ragedy.
There are all different kinds of love
and passion — the beauty of both is
that their existence does not rely on
the other.
Baseba l l began as a love for me.
My grandmother purchased season
t ic k et s for m a ny y e a r s . She w a s a
huge inf luence on me, and what she
adored, I adored. A f ter she died, I
remained in love with the sport and
would have never considered a career
in the f ield if not for her. This love
grew into a passion for the sport and
its organizations when I realized there
were many career opport unities for
me in baseball. My passion grew in
remembrance of her and the love she
shared with me.
You c a n h av e p a s sion w it h a nd
without love. You can ask others what
they love and think of your passions.
Though they seem interrelated, many
times passion and love are mutually
exclusive. Regardless, it is interesting
to ref lect on where your true passions
lie and what causes them. It’s even more
incredible to ask others what their
passions are and why those passions
are so important to them.
With all this being said, the question
“ W h at do you lov e? ” is e xc e l lent .
However, I challenge you to take it
a step f ur ther w ith, “ W hat are you
passionate about, and why?”

KINSEY STUBBLEFIELD is the
opinions editor for The Bison. She
may be contacted at kstubblefield@
harding.edu.
Twitter: @kinseystubbs
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Learning
to swim

Lew Knapp

Emily Nicks

Guest Writer

Editor-in-Chief

Why I like
‘Twilight’

Y

ou read the headline correctly:
I like “ Tw ilight.” The overdramatized gazes, the love triangle,
even the soundtrack — I can’t help
but appreciate it all. At the risk of
eternal social ostracization from my
peers, I wou ld like to ex plain why
the “Twilight” universe holds such a
special place in my heart and memory.
I n a 2 018 p ol l f rom R a n k er,
“Twilight” was voted worst movie of
all time. As a 12-year-old, I would
have been ready to square up at such a
statement. In my early teenage years,
I thought “Twilight” was pretty much
the height of cinematic and literary
ac h ie vement. I g enu i nely doubt I
would have been able to criticize a
single aspect of the movies or books
during my middle school years.
As an adu lt, I recognize my
beloved “Twilight” has some f laws —
especially the movies. At times, the
acting performances are subpar, and
the sparkly skin just doesn’t translate
well on-screen. And we won’t even
d isc us s t he e ver-pre sent blue t i nt
over the camera throughout the entire
f irst movie. I am willing to swallow
my pride and admit to you that these
movies are not perfect — perhaps not
even good.
However, I love them any way. I
can’t help but watch or read “Twilight”
w it hout t h i n k i ng about my mom.
These stories were some of the f irst
“grown-up” books and movies I was
a l lowed to e x per ience. It was a lso
the f irst book series my mom and I
both read. Being able to talk with her
about the characters and relate with
one another over the plot twists made
me feel undeniably grown-up.
Watching the movies with her was
even better. With Mom’s permission,
I saw the f irst “Twilight” f ilm in the
back seat of my grandparents’ minivan
on a family road trip with my older
cousin. I begged her to let me watch
it — this fabled PG-13 movie all my
friends were rav ing about, and she
agreed after a brief consideration that
felt like an eternity. From then on, I
was hooked. (I think we both were.)
T h e f o u r “ Tw i l i g h t ” f i l m s t o
follow were always opportunities for
mother-daughter bonding. Watching
through Edward vs. Jacob drama with
her was more than just family movie
time, because it was just me and her.
These were some of the first instances
in which I felt like my mom was my
friend as well as my parent. When our
plans to go to the midnight premiere
of “Twilight: Breaking Dawn Part 2”
were canceled due to a playoff football
game I had to attend as a freshman in
the marching band, I was heartbroken
— not because I had to wait to see the
dramatic conclusion, but because my
plans for a fun night with my mom
had to be postponed.
It sounds silly, but one of the most
hated film franchises of all time played
a big role in my relationship with my
mom. The “Twilight” craze hit when
I was the age that many girls have allout brawls with their mothers. That
wasn’t the case for us. Something about
those sparkly vampires made us grow
closer in a way we never had before.
This weekend, my mom is coming
to v i s it for no p a r t ic u l a r r e a s on .
It’s not for a football game or band
per formance or Spring Sing. She’s
coming just to spend time with me,
and I am over the moon. I’m lucky to
have a mom who is also a friend, and
I’m thankful that Edward, Bella and
Jacob somehow played a role in that.
S o f rom now on, I ref use to be
ashamed of my love for “Twilight.” It
may not be the best from a cinematic
standpoint, but it ’s a winner in my
book. If you need me this weekend,
you can probably find me hanging out
w ith my mom, watching the worst
movie of all time.
EMILY NICKS is the editor-in-chief for
The Bison. She may be contacted at
enicks@harding.edu.
Twitter: @emilyk_nicks

J

anuary 2020 has had a whirlwind of
political events. From diplomatic tensions
between the U.S. and Iran, to the continuation
of bush fires in Australia and the sudden death
of Kobe Bryant and 8 other individuals (one
being his daughter). It’s been tough so far, but
recently Harding celebrated “NASA Day.”This
event, unfortunately, masked another much
more important day that commemorated the
death of six million Jews along with at least
12 million other minorities/prisoners of war:
Holocaust Remembrance Day.
Throughout my day on Jan. 27, I noticed
the insane amount of enthusiasm for NASA
Day but not a single whisper about the
historic day on which we honor the millions
of Holocaust victims. At first, I believed
that perhaps a professor would mention
it in class or even a faculty member, but
sadly that wasn’t the case. This bothered
me immensely because around the world,
many stood up and said the two famous
words “Never Again,” but there was not a
peep here at Harding University.
I get the argument that some had no
idea, and that tends to happen. I don’t

Forgetting a day of
rememberance

expect everyone to know each and every
remembrance day, but I did expect something
would’ve been said in chapel at least. Not
a word. I’ll admit I wasn’t in chapel on
Jan. 27, but I do know from others that
Kobe’s death was mentioned (in 9 a.m.
at least) there’s nothing wrong with that;
what a legend. However, it would’ve been
nice to hear millions of souls be honored.
Another argument could be that Jan. 27
was proclaimed NASA Day in Arkansas
by Gov. Asa Hutchinson, therefore worth
emphasizing. The counter to this is that
Holocaust Remembrance Day has been
around for decades, though only officially
recognized in the States since around 2005.
Let me give a quick background on why
Holocaust Remembrance Day is honored
throughout the world. On Jan. 27, 1945,
Auschwitz was liberated by the Soviet Army,
which was the first time anyone outside
Germany knew about the death camps. Over
one million Jews and Poles were murdered
in Auschwitz. A few months later, Dachau
Concentration Camp was liberated by the
United States Army.
In fall 2017, Harding invited a Jewish
Holocaust survivor to come and speak as part
of ASI’s Distinguished Lecture Series. Her

name was Eva Kor, and she was amazing.
As I asked for an autograph, I remember
seeing the numbers from Auschwitz tattooed
on her arm.
It’s unfortunate to know that this historic
and somber day wasn’t honored here at
Harding. Recently, a senior Saudi Cleric
Mohammed Al-Issa visited Auschwitz
with many other Muslim leaders from the
Muslim World League, and their visit was
such a moving visual: Muslim and Jewish
leaders embracing each other while saying,
“My dearest brother.” The clergy then
proceeded to pray for the victims of this
horrid event in the middle of Auschwitz.
Never in the history of the world has such
a high-ranking Muslim cleric visited and
prayed for Auschwitz.
If Saudi clergy recognize Holocaust
Remembrance Day, then why wouldn’t we?
I really hope in the future more can be done
to honor such an important date. Holocaust
Remembrance Day is historically significant
and should be honored.
LEW KNAPP is a guest writer for
the Bison. He may be contacted at
lknapp1@harding.edu.
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Spicing it up
Michael Claxton

Narrative Columnist

A

fter finishing last week’s column,
I realized that I have more to say
about cake. Particularly, I want to tell you
about the first time I baked one.
When I moved to Searcy 17 years ago, I
joined a young adult Bible study. This was
back when I could call myself a “young
adult” without people snickering. Anyway,
the group loved to have potlucks and themed
parties, but I was gun shy about preparing
food. I had learned my lesson after a fit of
culinary hubris many years before.
Back when I lived in North Carolina,
the young adult group at the church I
attended liked getting together for parties,
too. One year we had a Halloween bash.
Everyone had to come in costume and
bring something to eat. I had the brilliant
scheme of making Twinkie slugs.
I did not find this idea on the internet.
In hindsight, I now realize that when
an idea is not even good enough for the
internet, it is a bad sign. Anyway, here’s
my original recipe:
Buy a package of Twinkies and unwrap
each one. Then stick two toothpicks into one
end of each pastry. A marshmallow goes
on top of each toothpick. Using a tube of
blue cake icing, put an eyeball dot in the
center of each marshmallow. With a tube
of red icing, draw a smile on the end of the
Twinkie, right below the eyes. Carefully
place the cheery slugs into Tupperware.
“How can this miss?” I wondered.
Not a single person ate one of my
creations. It seems there is a very short

window between the time a Hostess
product is unwrapped and the time it
becomes stale. Years passed before I had
the courage to be creative again in the
kitchen.
Back to the Searcy young adult group.
Just a few months after I moved here, the
gang planned a dinner with a Caribbean
menu. Hesitantly, I volunteered to bring
something. What I had in mind was
napkins. I now realize my blunder in
making the open-ended offer of bringing
“something” instead of the less stressful
offer of “napkins.” Another rookie potluck
mistake.
I was asked to bring a “Grenadian”
spice cake. I had never made a cake
before. I didn’t have the slightest idea
how to bake one. I wasn’t even sure where
“Grenadia” was.
I found a recipe online and then went
to Kroger to buy the ingredients. There
was one thing on the list that I had never
heard of, so I asked the teenager at the
check-out where I could find the lime zest.
She said, “I think it’s in the soap aisle.” I
thought, “This cake will be awful.” But
before I could head that way, another
shopper kindly stepped in.
She had overheard the entire clueless
exchange and explained that while Zest
was indeed a brand name for soap, I wanted
lime zest, which was made by grating the
peel of a lime.
Moments later, I had everything I
needed and headed home. But when
I got to my k itchen, I realized that
I had no idea what to do next. So, I
called Wadene.

Wadene was a lady at church in her
late 70s, and she had been the first person
to invite me to a meal at her home after I
moved here. I remember that dinner well.
I was at the table with her family and
other guests, enjoying a pleasant Sunday
afternoon. At some point, I asked Wadene
to pass the butter. She was sitting three
chairs away from me, and the next thing
I knew, a tub of butter was airborne and
landed right in my mashed potatoes. I
remember thinking to myself, “I’m going
to like this lady.”
So in my panicked state, I called
Wadene and said, “I have to bake a cake
for tonight, and I don’t know what I’m
doing.” She said, “Come on over.” I boxed
up the ingredients, went to her house, and
we baked it together in her kitchen. It
took all afternoon. When it was all done,
we sprinkled some powdered sugar on
top, and I used markers to create a small
paper “Grenadian” flag, which I glued to
a toothpick and stuck in the cake. I told
Wadene she was a lifesaver, and I went
on to the party. The cake was a hit.
I think it was three or four weeks
later that we had a Care Group meeting
at church, and Wadene was in charge of
the sign-up list for refreshments. So, I
called and asked what I should bring. Her
response was priceless. She said, “Honey,
why don’t you just bring some chips.”
I am still available for potlucks. Let
me know if you need any napkins.
MICHAEL CLAXTON the narrative
columnist for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.

In Case You Missed It...
Toni Sharp @tonisharpie

It’s hitting me that after this next semester I may never play
Kahoot again
Emily Nicks @emilyk_nicks

Tweets from
the Harding
Community

Let it be known that yesterday I accidentally scratched myself in the face because I was dancing too hard at Spring Sing
practice
Maddy Hall @mddyhll

One time I made a mediocre joke and a Knights boy asked if I
was bucking. That’s the whole tweet

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between our staff and the public it
serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to
do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please email Emily Nicks, the editor-in-chief, at enicks@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding
University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison
provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary,
while still identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Junior guard Romeo Harvey scores against Southern Arkansas Jan. 18. The Bisons came short 59-72, but won their next game 90-89.

Men’s basketball player scores over 30 points in multiple games
RYAN GALLAGHER
student writer
The Bisons finished the first half of
the season with seven wins and 10 losses.
They finally found their seventh win
against Northwestern Oklahoma Jan. 24,
after suffering six games without a win.
Despite the feelings that accompany a
winning drought, one player found success
in his individual performance.
A junior transfer student from Northern
Oklahoma College-Enid, Romeo Harvey
made his mark this season by putting up
37 points against Arkansas Tech Jan. 17,

scoring 43% of the team’s points. That
was the third time this season Harvey
scored over 30 points in a game.
From the moment he arrived at Harding,
Harvey’s teammates loved him.
“He has been a brother figure to me,”
junior forward Joel Polius said. “When
he first got here, he easily connected
through basketball camps and playing
with him in the court. From my point
of view, he is a leader, and he is very
competitive.”
Men’s head basketball coach Jeff
Morgan said he has been impressed
by Harvey since he arrived, especially

because of his attitude on the court.
“He brings great energy and enthusiasm
for the game and practice,” Morgan said.
“He’s not afraid to work; he wants to
work. The spirit of which he works is
contagious and makes a big difference
every single day in practice. The energy
level which you see him play — we see
it every day.”
Polius summarized Harvey with three
qualities: “competitive, leadership, work
ethics.”
“Harvey did not boast for scoring 37
points in a game,” Polius said. “And he is
not the type to ever do that.”

Morgan and Polius both agreed Harvey
is valued for qualities on and off the court.
“To be honest, it did not feel like I
scored that many points in that game,”
Harvey said. “I got into a flow. I think the
key to being a great scorer in basketball is
not to focus on scoring. If you play hard
and try to do all you can do compete, good
things usually happen. Just let it flow.”
Harvey said he has found Harding
to be a fantastic place. He also noted his
love for the fans.
“My favorite part about playing at
Harding is the fans. They stick with us
no matter what,” Harvey said.

‘Focused on bringing their best’
Tennis teams anticipate successful season
SELBY BAILEY
student writer
The men’s and women’s tennis teams
have a positive outlook on their upcoming
season as they’ve been preparing during
the off-season for their first spring match.
Head tennis coach David Redding said
he eagerly awaits the season’s start and
anticipates an exciting journey.
“Because of our success last year, we
feel we can build on it this year,” Redding
said. “Each player is focused on bringing
out their best.”
The teams are conf ident that they
have what it takes to make and even
win conference this year. Sophomore
Matthew Mihalko voiced why the team
has confidence.
Both teams are ready for their hours
of practice to pay off as they face their
toughest opponents of the season Jan.
31. They plan to grow stronger and gain
control of each match when they’re in the
position to win them.
This season the teams hope to grow
closer to achieve the desired goal of a

Encouraging
Enthusiasm
Todd Gray

Head Sports Editor

S

Remember
greatness

unday, Jan. 26, I was lying on my
bed scrolling through Facebook when
an article crept in through the dog videos
and corny posts from family members.
The headline read, “Kobe Bryant dies in
helicopter crash.” I could’t believe it at first
because TMZ had reported it. I thought
it was one of those death hoaxes like that
of Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson, which has
spread twice in the past decade.
Just as I do with every article that seems
a little farfetched, I decided to research
it, and I saw that major media sources
began to report the same thing. Kobe
Bryant was dead. As time progressed,
the news got worse. I would soon come

successful season. Some players have said
that the team is already achieving that
desired togetherness.
Sophomore tennis player A l lison
Jenkins said she believes that this is one
of the teams’ strengths.
“ We are all out there pushing and
supporting each other to be better players,”
Jenkins said. “And we encourage each
other to become better people every day.”
The biggest rivalries the Lady Bisons
will face are Arkansas Tech and Southern
Arkansas University, which is the top
team in the conference. The men’s team
top rivalries include Southern Arkansas,
Southeastern Oklahoma State and Ouachita
Baptist University.
Both team’s opening matches of the
spring season begin in Texas this weekend.
They will play Dallas Baptist University
and Collin College in Plano today. Both
will play Midwestern State in Wichita
Falls Saturday, and the women will play
Angelo State (12) in San Angelo Sunday.
Both men’s and women’s f irst home
matches will be Friday, Feb. 21, versus
Blue Mountain College.

Sophomore tennis player Alvaro De Lorenzo jumps to return a hit. The
Bison tennis team is prepared for their invitational at Plano, Texas Jan. 31.

to learn that Bryant’s daughter, Gianna
Br yant, died along with seven other
passengers. It a l l felt sur rea l, l ike a
nightmare I couldn’t snap out of. The
reality became more and more apparent as
my Facebook and Instagram feeds shifted
from a random assortment of things that
brought me joy to an endless stream of
memoriams that made me ref lect in the
silence of my dorm.
A s I scrol led past post a f ter post
dedicated to Bryant, I was awestruck by
the inf luence that he had on so many.
There were even posts from people who
probably haven’t shot a basket in their life,
but they were affected by him nonetheless.
The family of all those who were on board
were mourning, the NBA was mourning,
and I don’t think it would be too extreme
to say that the world was mourning.
NBA games that Sunday made a point
to include a moment of silence for those
involved in the helicopter crash. The NFL
Pro-Bowl did the same.
There were countless tributes in the
days to follow, including Dallas Mavericks’
owner Mark Cuban retiring Bryant’s jersey
number, 24, from his team.

With a career 33,643 points, five NBA
Championship wins, and a record of the
second highest individual score in a game
in history (81 points), Bryant had more
than earned this respect. While he had a
legendary basketball career, it was his “never
quit” mindset for which he will always be
remembered. Bryant made a Facebook
post in 2012 towards a teammate that
emphasized this mindset. “I have nothing
in common with lazy people who blame
others for their lack of success,” Bryant
said. “Great things come from hard work
and perseverance. No excuses.”
Bryant lived a great life, but with the
impact he had on so many people, he truly
can’t be gone. He will be remembered
through people shooting shots and yelling
“Kobe,” as well as the relationships he had
with other basketball icons. He was an
inspiration to so many players, and watching
him play was the spark for so many people’s
love for the sport of basketball.
W hile this is a ver y tragic time, I
think that it really emphasizes what life
is all about. Bryant made the most of his
life. Of course he didn’t know that Jan.
26 would be his last day. We don’t know
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when our last day is going to be, and we
aren’t guaranteed tomorrow, but it is given
to us by God. We tend to put things off,
thinking that we’ll be alive to make plans
weeks, months or years down the road,
but what we need to do is make the most
of the time we have now.
Quit saying, “I’ll do it tomorrow,” and
start doing things today. Quit making
New Year’s resolutions and instead make
resolutions every day. Find something to
do, something productive. Never waste a
day. Proverbs 16:27-28 reads, “Idle hands
are the devil’s workshop; idle lips are his
mouthpiece.”
Don’t let fear hold you back from living
the best life you can live. “If you’re afraid
to fail, then you’re probably going to fail,”
Bryant said.
As we remember Kobe Br yant and
ever yone who was involved w ith the
helicopter crash, let us live like Bryant,
stepping back and shooting our shot in
life yelling, “Kobe!”
TODD GRAY is head sports editor
for The Bison. He may be contacted
at tgray3@harding.edu.
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Players
Only
Owen Martin

Junior Right Fielder

“Players Only” is a special column written
by Harding athletes. In this week’s issue: Bisons
junior right fielder Owen Martin discusses the
upcoming baseball season and his expectations
for it.
The 2020 Harding baseball season will be
full of new experiences for me after transferring
from Seward County Community College
in Liberal, Kansas this fall. I spent three
seasons there, sitting out one of them after
having elbow surgery, and I had a great time
growing as a player and a person.
This year, I brought three years of that
competitive, hard-nosed junior college spirit
to an already stacked Bison baseball team. A
great group of core guys returned from last
season, and I think we added some pieces
that can hopefully fill the shoes of those
who came before us.
With only one semester under my belt
here at Harding, I am surprised at the fact
that I feel like I have grown more in my short
time here than the three years before. This
team is unlike any that I have played on. I
knew Harding is a “community” place, but
my brothers on the team embodied that from
the first day I got here. They welcomed me
with open arms and we have grinded all fall
to get our family culture where it needs to
be. We’ve worked tirelessly day in and day
out to prepare our minds and our bodies for
the rigors of a long college baseball season.
All that’s left to do is play.
It’s kind of hard to have specific expectations
with it being such a new experience for me,
but I expect this team to be as competitive
as last year, if not more so. I think we are
primed and poised to make a run deep into
the conference tournament with a good shot
at a postseason berth.
I expect to really enjoy this season because
of the guys I get to play beside. I think having
them in front of and behind me will make all
the difference; the wins and losses will take
care of themselves. I love the coaching staff
here too, and I want to thank all of them
for giving me the opportunity to play here
and to be a Bison.
The season is right around the corner, and
I can feel that anticipated energy starting
tobuild up in each and every one of us. Make
sure you’re there at Jerry Moore Field to see it.
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Junior linebacker Shedrick Robinson jumps a hurdle during a football off-season practice Jan. 27. The
Bison football team began off-season workouts almost immediately after the season's end.

Practicing for perfection

Off-season teams maximize training time
ABIGAIL REZENTES
student writer
All 14 of Harding’s sports programs are
different, and all require various amounts of
work from each of their student athletes. But
what is seen during the regular seasons is
just a product of the work that goes into the
off-season. Every year, athletes spend time
training and working almost year-round to
be ready for their sports’ respective season.
Senior Thomas Barbara, a pitcher for the
baseball team, said a big part of preparing
for their season is playing against each
other. They have regular scrimmages and
workouts, making sure to mentally prepare
for each game.
“The biggest thing is just showing up
and being there all the time,” Barbara said.
Barbara also said coming back from winter
break, and going straight into practices can
be challenging.
“You know, getting back into the swing
of things — it’s been a bit of a process,”
Barbara said.
Junior Dalton Allen, offensive lineman
for the football team, said the team trains
regularly during off-season. He said during

“spring ball,” which is about four to five
weeks of practicing, coaches evaluate the
players’ performances. Allen said it allows
players and coaches alike to rebuild as a team.
“Once it comes to the regular season,
we know who to trust, who not to trust,
and who we can count on and not count
on,” Allen said.
Junior wide receiver Michael Cendrick
said there is no real time off for players.
Off-season consists of continuous training,
and is beneficial for keeping skills.
“When we don’t have those five weeks
of 'spring ball,' we have training Monday
through Friday,” Cendrick said.
Weekday training occurs in the afternoons,
Cendrick said, except for Wednesdays,
when the team heads to the field around
5:30 a.m. for conditioning and practice.
Allen said preparing mentally is just as
important as staying in shape. Repetition
is key, and conditioning helps allow the
student athletes to be ready for their season.
“It builds character in a way,” Allen
said. “You become mentally tough, and
when it comes to the regular season, you’re
able to play it back in your head; ‘I’ve done
this, and I’ve worked so hard for how ever

many months,’ and in that moment, you’re
prepared for it.”
Team bonding allows athletes to work
well together, and grow stronger with one
another, Cendrick said. One activity the
team takes pride in is spending time with
possible recruits. Cendrick said he enjoys
taking out possible new team members for
things like bowling, dodgeball and workouts.
Cendrick’s favorite event, he said, is the big
camping trip, where teammates fish, grill,
take float trips and spend time together.
Cendrick said that while being a student
Obviously it’s hard, and it takes
up your time, and you gotta
want to do it, but it’s more
of a joy, I’d say, than a job.
– Michael Cendrick,
junior wide receiver

athlete does take a lot of work, he enjoys it
and loves being a part of a team.
“A lot of people say college football is a
job,” Cendrick said. “Obviously it’s hard,
and it takes up your time, and you gotta
want to do it, but it’s more of a joy, I’d say,
than a job.”

New assistant coach is a grand slam
Zach Beasley joins just in time for baseball season

AUDREY JACKSON
student writer
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Assistant coach Zach Beasley sits in
dugout at baseball practice Jan. 27.
Beasley joined the coaching staff just
in time for the 2020 season.

The Harding University baseball team
entered January 2020 with new assistant coach
Zach Beasley, a 2017 alumnus, following the
resignation of assistant coach Andy Schatzley.
Head coach Patrick McGaha hired Beasley
as a replacement in December after Schatzley
took a job as field manager of the Orem Owlz,
a minor league baseball team in Utah.
Beasley officially started the job Jan. 1,
one month before the team plays Mississippi
College Feb. 2.
“The change came at a tough time with
the transition occurring over winter break and
the opening game of the season scheduled
four weeks later,” McGaha said.
McGaha said hiring someone familiar
with their team terminology and chemistry

Quick
questions
for Harding
athletes

was an important factor when searching for
a replacement. Beasley, after being recruited
by McGaha, played four baseball seasons
for Harding and then worked with the team
as a graduate assistant from 2018 to 2019.
McGaha said Beasley’s familiarity with the
team and work ethic made him one of the
top choices for the assistant coach position.
“You know, it was one of those things where
bringing somebody to be able to keep things
going was extremely important,” McGaha said.
Beasley left his graduate assistant
position with Harding in 2019 to serve as
head baseball coach at Hazen High School
in Hazen, Arkansas. Beasley said he had
known since high school that he wanted to
coach college baseball but did not expect
the opportunity to arise so soon. The new
position offered little time to transition
into the role.

“It was, ‘Come in and get to work,’
because like I said, they play in three weeks,
and we’ve got to get some recruits signed,”
Beasley said. “So there was no easing my
way into it. It was jump right in and sinkor-swim type thing.”
Several juniors and seniors who played
with Beasley when he was a student remain
on the team in 2020. Beasley said the players
handled the transition professionally and
were receptive to his coaching. Senior
Miles Humphreys, an infielder who played
with Beasley, said Beasley was a quiet but
assertive coach.
“He’s a quiet guy by nature, but he’s
not afraid to speak up,” Humphreys said.
Beasley’s primary responsibilities as
assistant coach are to sign new recruits,
coach hitters and infielders, and oversee
field maintenance.

Kelsey Drumheller

Max Dileo

Kodie Winnings

Matthew Mihalko

Haley Mathis

soccer

baseball

golf

tennis

cheerleading

If you could play another
sport, what would it be?

Cross-country

Basketball

Lacrosse

Basketball

Soccer

Who is your sports
role model?

My mom

Justin Verlander

Lexi Thompson

Andy Murray

Simone Biles

What is your favorite
professional sports team?

I don't really
have one
anymore

Houston Astros

Seattle
Seahawks

Memphis
Grizzlies

I don't really
have a favorite

What is one sport
you're not good at?

Basketball

Tennis

Ping-pong

Football

Anything
with a ball
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Welcome back 2020 Spring Sing hosts
MORGAN RICHARDSON
student writer
Once upon a time, four Spring Sing hosts and hostesses
returned to the Benson stage for another round of singing,
dancing and storytelling.
This April, audience members will welcome back Ava
Galyean, Max Ross, Holden Montgomery and Julie Goddard.
All four hosts have experienced the Spring Sing stage in

years past, but this is the first year all four will host together.
Instead of playing characters, as is tradition, Montgomery
said this year’s hosts and hostesses have the unique opportunity
to build a show around themselves, showcasing their own
stories to thousands of people. All four hosts and hostesses
said that they have gained a sense of family through the
Spring Sing process.
“I feel a sense of belonging and leadership whereas before
it was learning on the job,” Goddard said.

A

Galyean said she, too, feels more prepared to return to
the stage.
“I know exactly what to expect, and I know my role
better because I’ve done it before, so I’m just feeling more
prepared,” Galyean said.
Galyean, Ross, Montgomery and Goddard will host
Spring Sing 2020: Once Upon a Time April 9-11 in the
Benson Auditorium. Tickets will be available beginning in
February at www.hardingtickets.com.

va Galyean, senior public relations major, will return to Spring Sing for her fourth year,

this being her second year as hostess. During her freshman and junior years at Harding, Galyean
was a member of the ensemble cast; she hosted as a sophomore. Galyean has followed in the
footsteps of her mother, who also hosted Spring Sing her sophomore and senior years at Harding.
Though this year’s Spring Sing theme is Once Upon a Time, Galyean said that the show
will be more than just fairy tales.

We are focusing a lot on storytelling, but
there’s still a lot of magic and wonder.
– Ava Galyean, senior
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ax Ross, junior integrated marketing

communications and theatre double major, said
he is looking forward to another exhilarating
performance as this year’s only third-time host.

After we sing ‘United We Stand,’
and we are just standing there, it’s
like this euphoric feeling of being.
– Max Ross, junior
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olden Montgomery, junior communication studies

major, will walk onto the stage for his third year performing in
Spring Sing, and his second year hosting. Montgomery said he
feels a certain ease coming into this year’s Spring Sing show.

Last year, I was shaking in my boots during the
audition. It was so scary. But this year it was a
lot more relaxed, and I knew what I was doing.
– Holden Montgomery, junior
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J

ulie Godd ard , junior acting major, will

come back for her third time on the Spring Sing stage
and her second year in a row as hostess.

[This year] it’s a lot more excitement mixed
with confidence, whereas last time it was
kind of excitement mixed with fear.
– Julie Goddard, junior
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Football 101:

Learn big game basics before attending Super Bowl party
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TODD GRAY
heads sports editor
The 2019 Super Bowl attracted 98.2
million viewers, and there will probably
be millions watching the big game this
Sunday. Some may watch it because they
are die-hard football fans, some may watch
it for the halftime show, and others may
watch it for the commercials. This trifecta of
entertainment attracts everyone: from those
basically born with a football in their hand
to those who have no clue what’s going on.
For those who have no clue what’s going
on, this article is for you.
Since its infancy in 1920, the National
Football League (NFL) has grown into
32 teams playing season after season to
answer one question: Who is the best?

The NFL had no clear way to decide this
until Jan. 15, 1967, when the Green Bay
Packers defeated the Kansas City Chiefs in
the world’s first Super Bowl. It is now 53
years later, and the Kansas City Chiefs are
ready to prove themselves against the San
Francisco 49ers in the 2020 Super Bowl.
We asked fanatics and players to run
through the basics of what you need to know
while you’re watching the Super Bowl. Junior
defensive back Grant Fitzhugh explained
exactly how the teams can score points.
“A team can score a touchdown, which
is six points,” Fitzhugh said. “They have
the option to kick an extra point or go for
a two-point conversion after. They can kick
a field goal for three points, and they can
get a safety, tackling the other team in their
own end zone, for two points.”

A touchdown occurs when a team gets the
ball into the end zone; a two-point conversion
is getting the ball into the end zone again
immediately after scoring a touchdown.
Before any team can score, however, they
have to get past the defense.
The defense’s job is to prevent the offense
from getting a touchdown, but on a much
larger scale, they are trying to prevent the
other team from gaining 10 yards or more.
Sophomore football fan Ryan Syrotchen
explained why stopping them is so important.
“The offense has four tries to get 10 or
more yards,” Syrotchen said. “If the offense
is able to gain 10 or more yards, then they
get four more tries until they finally reach
the end zone. If they are stopped, they will
usually kick the ball away [on the fourth
down] because if they don’t, the ball is spotted

where the offense’s drive ended, allowing
the other team a better chance of scoring.”
Junior Will Philbrick, host of sports
podcast “The Philbrick Brothers,” said
when watching the game you are likely to
see yellow flags fly occasionally.
“Penalties can be things like holding
[impeding a player from making a play] to
having a false start, grabbing the facemask,
roughing the passer, or anything else,”
Philbrick said. “There are many more
penalties than that, but these are probably
the most common.”
The game of football is complicated with
rules and strategies, so don’t feel bad for
asking questions. As you watch the 2020
Super Bowl Sunday, use these basic rules and
guidelines to follow the game, and maybe
even impress your friends.

Saving money as a student
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Freshman Amanda Weibel hands ID to cashier Jan. 26 to receive student
discount. There are many student discounts available online and in the local
Searcy area for students to take advantage of.
MADISON SCOTT
student writer
From the bare minimum costs of tuition
and housing to the packets of Ramen for
last-minute dinners, students’ wallets tend
to be stretched as thin as possible. However,
many businesses, both national and local,
have special discounts and coupons in place
to make things a little easier for students.
A pay-by-month subscription to Amazon
Prime normally costs $12.99, but the Prime
Student discount provides the first six months
free of charge with the following rate of $6.49
per month. By simply using a student email
when signing up, and Amazon Prime will apply
the discount for free streaming, discounted
two-day shipping, photo storage and more.
“I’m always on the hunt for the best
deals, and student discounts are basically
a necessity for us college students,” junior
Rachel Walle said.
Another discount highly applicable to
and well-loved by college students is the
bundled deal from Spotify which includes
Hulu and Showtime. Students can enjoy all
three streaming services for $4.99 a month
after a free three-month trial.
“I probably wouldn’t subscribe to Spotify
Premium if it weren’t for the student
discount, and I use it a lot now,”
sophomore Everett Kirkman said.

A lot of auto insurance companies, like
Nationwide and Geico, offer students discounts,
or discounts that parents can use for having
a student on their policy. Requirements for
these vary from company to company, but
many grant them for students who achieve
high grades. Nationwide and Geico require a
student to uphold a “B” average, but Esurance
expects students to have a 3.0 overall GPA.
Software programs can be extremely
beneficial for students’ educations and
preparation for the workforce, but they are
often pricey. Yet again, discounts are available.
College students have free access to Office
365, which includes Word, Excel, Powerpoint,
OneNote and Microsoft Teams. Similarly,
there is a 60% discount available for Adobe
Creative Cloud for the first year, which includes
programs such as Photoshop and Illustrator,
for $19.99 a month rather than $52.99. On
top of that, some departments — such as
Harding’s Department of Communication —
offer the full suite to their students for free.
“I’ve been able to grow my design knowledge
and skills with Adobe,” junior Jared Heyen
said. “The student discount makes it a lot
more affordable than it would be otherwise.”
This list scratches the surface of student
discounts that are available. When in doubt,
students should check into discounts created
specifically for them to save a few — or more
than a few — dollars.
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Highway 55 • Waffle House • Beyond
Boundaries • Wendy’s (15%) • Greek
House • Tropical Smoothie (Monday)
Slader’s Alaskan Dumplings
$1 off brings your dumplings down to $8
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Sophomore Hayley Kate Webb creates her own version of a charcuterie
board during winter break. Charcuterie boards became a trend this year
and are expected to become more popular.

Get on board with

KARLI WILLIAMSON
features editor
Boards filled with decadent meat and
cheese keep appearing on your social media
feed and on the tables of every party you
attend. Is that the hallelujah chorus you hear
in the background? Charcuterie boards are
suddenly all the rage, and rightly so — these
glorious meat and cheese boards are just as
tasty as they are trendy.
Charcuterie (pronounced shar-koot-eree) is the culinary art of preparing meat
products such as bacon, sausage, ham,
salami and more.
The only real requirement to technical
charcuterie is that the meat be salted or
prepared in a way that it will last. Though
we enjoy it as a delicacy today, charcuterie’s
origins are rooted in the practical need for
food to have a lasting shelf life.
Charcuterie has been around for thousands
of years, and the literal translation is “cooked
meat.” Today, many people use the term
charcuterie to refer to not only the meat
itself, but also the presentation of the meat
on a platter accented with piles of assorted
cheeses, fruits, nuts and crackers.
So why do you need to get on board with
this food-focused trend? This snack-style meal
is ideal for sharing, and the abounding pairing
options make it a dish that pleases almost
anyone. Plus, no real cooking is required,
making charcuterie boards the perfect
addition to a picnic or party.

Ideally, a charcuterie platter has a thoughtful
balance of flavors and textures that
simultaneously contrast and compliment.
But don’t let that scare you away; putting
together a delicious and impressive-looking
charcuterie board does not have to be difficult
or expensive.
Start with the basics: a few pre-sliced
deli meats, packaged cheeses and about
four accompaniments. You don’t need to
buy 100-year-old aged salami and prosciutto
straight from Italy, or a whole bunch of
cheeses with names you can’t pronounce.
A great charcuterie board can truly
just be an array of simple ingredients that
pop in presentation. If you want some
charcuterie inspiration when assembling
your board, follow @thatcheeseplate and
@cheesebynumbers on Instagram.
One thing I’ve learned from @thatcheeseplate
is that a salami river is essential to any good
charcuterie board. In a salami river, tri-folded
salami centers the board, weaving throughout
the array of toppings and crackers.
Try pairing your choice of meats and
cheeses with some fruit for acidity and nuts
or crackers for crunch. Fruit will make your
board more colorful, and crackers or nuts
will fill in any gaps. If you’re feeling fancy,
add sprigs of rosemary or thyme.
When it comes to making delicious
charcuterie boards, the options are endless.
If you make a charcuterie board, post a
picture and tag @hustudentpubs. Have fun
and get creative!

